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HANUKAH TORCH REL AY

BACKGROUND

The revolt of the Maccabees started in Modiin. 11 is from there
that the torch, the flame of the Maccabees, is carried through-
out Israel and on to the Diaspora. The message comes from
Modiin and from Israel that the Maccabees of today, decendents
of the ancient Maccabees, stand ready to fight for peace in
Israel and for a better world.

Each year, since 1944, the Modiin torch has been carried through-
out Israel by members of the Maccabi Tzair Youth Movement. The

torch is lit in Modiin by Maccabi Tzair runners, near the former
Arab village Midia, In an impressive ceremony near the catacombs
of the Hasmoneans.

During the years 1948 - 1966, the ceremony was held 1” miles
from the original starting point since the Hasmoneans catacombs
were located in no-man’s land. Today, Maccabi Tzair, organises
each year the lighting of the Hanukah Torch at Modiin, the place
from which the Hasmonean revolt broke out. Many public figures
and representatives of world wide organisations are invited to
the ceremony. The Torch is lit and, then run, by relay, to all
parts of Israel; to the Western Wall, the Knesset, the President’s
home, army bases, hospitals and Kfar Hamaccabiah, the Maccabi
World Union Headquarters where a memorial to the Maccabi members
who were murdered in the Holocaust is situated.

Today, the Torch is carried by ElI Al Airlines to many countries,
where on arrival the Torch is re-lit and run by relay to City
Halls and Maccabi Clubs followed by a Hanukah Parade. Most notable



In recent years was the Hanukah Torch of 1977 that was received
by the President of the United States of America, Jimmy Carter,
at the White House.

Hanukah, the Feast of the Maccabees, celebrates a victory, not
only a military victory but a victory of the spirit. The struggle
of the Jews today is as the struggle of the Jews 2000 years ago.
A struggle in which all Jews should be vitally interested
because they are vitally affected.

The Torch Relay exemplifies the climax of all activities during
the Festival of Hanukah. The relay is composed of two elements.

1. The relay in which the torch is passed by runners from one
point to another as in a relay race.

2. A ceremony at the final point of the race.

A Torch Relay requires much prior preparation and enables the
participation of as many members as wish to participate.

ORGANISATION OF THE TORCH RELAY

The planning session must be held as early as possible. The Torch
Relay should be the main community event for Hanukah thereby
involving other movements and organisations in the organisation
and in the Torch Relay itself.

Representatives of other movements must be invted to attend the
planning session. The following items must be determined at this
preliminary meeting.



Date of Torch Relay - it is very important that the Torch
Relay take place on a day for which no other central activities
have been scheduled which would decrease the attention and
publicity given to the Torch Relay.

Selection of a Torch Relay Chairman - this person must be able
to obligate himself to deal with all matters concerning the
Torch Relay and co-ordinate all the activities of the following
proposed committees.

a) Publicity Committee - this committee will deal with all
matters concerned with publicity and public relations
relating to the Torch Relay. The following are a few
suggestions regarding the responsibilities of this committee.

1. The formation of a list of the various media in the area
in which the Torch Relay can be publicized. Daily news-
papers, monthlies, radio and television. Prepare ahead
of time a press release about the Torch Relay for the
newspapapers. Send this press release to the necessary
media a week or two before the Torch Relay.

2. Phone the local radio and television stations and check
whether or not it will be possible to publicize the
Torch Relay without charge during the time alloted
for community service announcements.

3. Prepare and distribute posters advertising the Torch
Relay and send informative material about the Torch
Relay to all the synagogues, Jewish schools and Jewish
Community Centers in the area.

4. Use synagogue and community center newsletters and
bulletins for publicizing the Torch Relay.



b)

5. Contact the Rabbis in the local synagogues and commun-
ity centers about announcing the Torch Relay during
the Sabbath prayers.

6. Look into paid advertisements in the local newspapers.

Torch Relay and Ceremony Committee - this committee is
responsible for determing the route with the following
criterion in mind.

1. Starting point - 1f the torch is being sent from
Israel, the Torch Relay must begin at the airport.
IT there is no airport in the locality in which the
Torch Relay is being held, it is suggested that the
Torch Relay begin at a synagogue or Jewish Community
Center or at the local Maccabi Club.

2. Selection of ceremony venue - the selection of the
venue is dependant on the distance from the starting
point and the amount of time needed for the runners to

complete this distance. The following are a few
suggestions.

a. The City Hall in which case the Mayor would be
invited to the ceremony.

b. A synagogue, Jewish Community Center of the audi-
torium of a Jewish school.

c. A public park.(dependant on weather conditions)

d. A public hall

e. A shopping center

f. The local Maccabi Club



Choosing the route - the route should be along main
streets; this should be co-ordinated with the local
police.

The division of the route for the runners must take
into consideration the ages of the participants as
each runner will be required to carry the torch.

It is suggested that all the runners wear a uniform
type of clothing.

The runners should be driven to their starting points
and picked up from the finishing point.

The car used for transporting the runners should be deco-
rated with Israeli flags and posters. Loudspeakers
should be attached to the car to facilitate announcements
and broadcast Israeli music.

There are a number of factors that require consideration during the
planning of a Closing Ceremony. For example, the venue, the weather
conditions and additional local conditions.

There are a number of basic requirements that should be organised
in any event.

N

Platform and seating for invited guests.

Microphones and loudspeakers.

A large Menorah.

A large banner announcing the Torch Relay. The name of the organ-
ising movement should appear on this banner.



5. Decorations for the ceremony venue such as Israeli Flags
and Israeli background music.

Proposed Torch Relay Ceremony

1. Invitation of honoured guests to the platform.

2. Hanukah songs sung by soloist or choir.

3. Entrance of runner with the torch.

4. Opening greetings by Maccabi representatives.

5. Presentation of torch to the guest of honour.

6. Candle lighting ceremony.

7. If an official representative from Israel is in attendance, he
may deliver greetings on behalf of the State of Israel.



Torch -Relay.

This is the 2nd time that the torch has been lit by members of Maccabi E.'l.
at the Maccabi graves in Modiin and was handed over from hand to hand on
that Friday all the way along the Jewish settlements, a distance of U2 Km.

until Maccabi House in Tel-Aviv.

This year the same as last year was this sport event trasformed into a national
zionistic symbol. It is not the sport achievement that counts in this instance
but the revival of the tradition to visit the ancient tombs of Matet.yahu and
his sonsand carrying the fire from these tombs to the sites of production

of the new Jewish Palestine.

It is a beautiful tradition and worth to be continued in the same spirit, in the
years to come.

600 Maccabim bear the torch

In every place the bearers of the burning torch were received with great
enthusiasm. In Maccabi Branches in Rehovot, Ness Ziona. and Rishon le Zion
the Hanucca candles were lit with ceremony end the Maccabi house in Tel-Aviv
was overfilled. The speeches of Dr. Lehrfreund and Mr. Natanhel expressed the
feelings of the uublic which filled the big hoA hall of the Maccabi house.

600 Maccabim and Vaccabiot participated: from ten branchej”Ln Palestine parti-
cipated in bringing the torch from Modiin to Tel-Aviv. Among the** runners

could, be seen also several and well and long known sportsmen. The relay was
finished by the "Lenxory Dr. p. Teilhaber, 61 .wgrears of age who brough t the

burning torch and. held it up during the entire,yemceremony.

The night preceding the lighting of the torch at Modiin was cold and dark
and toward dawn the skied darkened even more that at a certain time it was
almost certain that all preparations were in vain thd the torch relay- won't
be able to take place.The Maccabis youths ( about fifty) members of the
settlement group that lost Eliahu Hinsky only a few days ago, took courage
and after staying the night at Ben-Shemen, started with dawn to Modiin. Until
noon were the skied covered and at one o'clock lwhen a boy was saying grace
when blessing the canddes at Rehovot it started to rain a little. But then
in a while the skies cleared up and a strong wind blew away!'the rain and the
runners could continue on their way without disturbance.

route
The Oxd®r of the relay' '-..a quarter to
The torch was lit at the Maccabi graves in Modiin at\ll o'clock a.m, by the
nucleus c¢' of the "young Maccabi” and the "Arazim/ Company of the Maccabi
Tel-Aviv and immediately after that the runner.(left toward Ben- Shemen. On
both sides of the road kept a gu rd of honour hundres of rupils of the
Herzl College from Tel-Aviv. At half past eleven the runners reached Kfar
Shemen and handed over the torch to the members of "Maccabi Avshalom” Pebath
Tikvah. The latter run until 1Jfdda and handed it over to the Maccabi soldiery
who in theirturn run tun until Kfar Bilu and at 12.JO p.m. brough the torch
to the members to "Maccabi Yehuda" at Rehovot.

Members of this branch run with the torch until the railway on the other end
of the village and handed over the torch at 1.05 1° lhe Maccabi Ness Ziona,
which was then handed over at 1.50 to Maccabi members in Richon le Zion. At
2.10 left the torch Rishon le Zion and 35 minutes later was handed over from
the hands of Mr. Renzion Pa.t, 60 years of age to the hands of Maccabi Members
from Tel-Aviv. Groups of Motorcycle riders accompanied the torch from Kfar

Bilu to Tel-Aviv and iher further groups 01 emotorcycle rider/and private
cars wereraad further joined the procession.

In Rehovot, NessrZiona and Rishon Lezion were slight intervals due to the
ceremonies arranged in those places. The torch entered Tel-Aviv at 3.25 p.m.
and the running through the main streets of,Tel-Aviv lasted half an hour.

Thestreets were crowded with people and the "Kikar Hamoshavot" the members
of /Maccabi” Ramat Gan lit another torch from this one and run with it until

their club in Ramat-Gan.



o ) _ befFers "f the torch, ttxpptteB~ Those Dinners who
have finished their lap continued their way with the bus.Two small cars also went
along all the way. In there_were newspapermen and deleqates of the cntivp nf
H a eahi’\erka'y' Dr. Tehrfrouni ( t?ﬁpe’\Whe Iwve e IrEspirit
Sodlin wa/lfr T "*/ \BBrer.Snd H- "eln* 'te resP°nsi»18 for the Alia to to

ModHn was Mr. - L1P?y1t3 and the responsible for the order of running Mr. 1 °~ Daniel

BiS a~d ?n amOnf °thef? 13 MaCCaM SOldierS Who ™ ™" wda to
Ki r Bilu and m Tel-Aviv. Among them were also the kKswn famous Palestinian
also 1r°r +?2ra"n02+a5(i "liahu Ate'rman. Among the runners in Tel-Aviv w re

also members of the "Brit Hamccabim-Atid-".



Torch -Beley.

This is the 2nd time that the torch has been lit by members of Maccabi E.I.
at the Maccabi graves in Modiin and was handed over from hand to hand on
that Friday all the way along the Jewish settlements, a distance of 42 Km.
until Maccabi House in Tel-Aviv.

This year the same as last year was this sport event trasformed into a national
zionistic symbol. It is not the aport achieve «ent that counts in this instance
but the revival of the tradition to visit the ancient tombs of Matetyahu _and
bis sonsand carrying the fire from thest tombs to the sites of production

of the new Jewish Palestine.

It, is a beautiful tradition and worth to be continued in the same spirit, in the
years to come.

600 Maccabim bear the torch

In every place the bearers of the burning torch were received with great
enthusiasm. In Maccabi Branches in Rshovot, Ness Ziona. and Rishon le Zion
the Hanucca candles were lit with ceremony and the Maccabi house in Tel-Aviv
~'as overfilled. The speeches of Dr. Lehrfreund and Mr. Natanhel expressed the
feelings of the public which filled the big fcsA hall of the Maccabi house.

600 Maccabim and Maccabiot participated from ten Tranches)in Palestine parti-
cipated in bringing the torch from Modiin to Tel-Aviv. Among the» runners

could be seen also several and well and long known sportsmen. The relay was
finished by the 'tenioF Dr. P. Teilhaber, 61 <**years of age who brough t the

burning torch and held' it up during the entireym-ceremony.

The night preceding the lighting of the torch at Modiin was cold.and.dark
and toward dawn the skied darkened even more that at a certain time it was
almost certain that all preparations mwere in vain add the torch relay- won't
be able to take place.The Maccahis youths ( about fifty) members of the
settlement group that lost Eliahu Kinsky only a few days ago, took courage
and after staying the ni”it at Ben-Shemen, started with dawn to Modiin. Until
noon were the skied covered and at one o'clock when a boy was saving grace
when blessing the candies at Rehovot it started to rain a little. But then
in a while the skies cleared up and a strong wind ' lew away the rain and the
runners could continue on their way without disturbance.

route
The srier of the relay’ a Quarter to
The torch was lit at the Maccabi graves in "odiin a.tBll o'clock a.m. by the
nucleus 0' of the "young Maccabi" and the "Arazim/ Company of the Maccabi
Tel-Aviv and immediately after that the runner;left toward Ben- Shemen. On
both sides of the road kept a gu rd of honour hunares of oupils of the
Herzl College from Tel-Aviv. At half past eleven the runners reached Kfar
Shemen and handed over the torch to the members of "Maccabi Avshalom" Pelbath
Tikvah. The latter run until I1$dda and handed it over to the Maccabi soldier,s

who in theirturn run tun until Kfar Bilu and at 12.30 p.m. braueh the torch
to the members to "Maccabi vehuda"” at Rehovot.

Members of this branch run l'ith the torch until the railway on the other end
of the village and handed over the torch at 1.05 f° the Maccabi Ness Ziona,
which was then handed over at 1.50 to Ma cabi members in Richon le Zion. At
2.10 left the torch Rishon le Zion and 35 minutes later was handed over from
the hands of Mr. Benzion Pat, 60 years of age to the hands of ,-eccabi ’m'embers
from Tel-Aviv. Groups of Motorcycle ridersaccomoanied the torch from Kfar

Bilu to Tel-Aviv and lher- further groups 01 motorcycle rider/and orivate
cars ®erevaaa further ,joined the procession.

In “ehovot, NessrZiona and Rishon Lezion were slight intervals due to the
ceremonies arranged in those places. The torch entered Tel-Aviv at 3.25 p.m.
and. the running through the main streets of ,tel-wiv lasted half an hour.

Thestreets were crowded with ‘oeoole and the "Kikar Ha.mosha.vot" the members
of /Maccabi” Ramat Dan lit another torch from this ne and run with it until

their club in Ramat-Gan.



A special bus accomoanied the bearers of the torch, itxgathere Those runners who

have finished their lap continued their way with the bus.Two small cars also went

— ~ere were newspapermen and delegates of the Executive of

( the man%&Ohe initiative and the living spirit

of the entire eventj}. H. Berger and H. Wein, "rhe responsible for the Alia to tta

Modiin was Mr. S. Lwovitz and the responsible for the order of running Mr. 1. Daniel
n the relay took part among others 1} Maccabi soldiers who run from lydda to*

Kfar Bilu and in 'tel-Aviv. Among them were also the kmwn famous Palestinian

sportsmen Miron Abramson and Miahu Aterman. Among the runners in Tel-Aviv w re
re

also members 01 the "Brit Hamccabim-Atid-".

1?7@®1 \N\I*
Hamaccabi™erkaz :Dr. lehrfreuni
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